«

This light imprinted
masterpiece offers you
access to my thoughts, to
what I had to go through
emotionally and mentally.
It addresses matters of
history, but mostly of the
body within our colonial
system.
Amongst past and
present: this work is
political, just like my own
body can be !

- Rhodnie Désir

▶︎
CLICK HERE
TO SEE THE
TEASER

“ Rhodnie Désir you are a
fascinating artist. [...] We truly
understand why you are a
reference.

”

— PÉNÉLOPE MCQUADE, ICI
PREMIÈRE (RADIO-CANADA)

“ A beautiful choreography
by Rhodnie Désir! ”
— NANTALI IDONGO, CBC/THE BRIDGE

THE COMPANY
RD CREATIONS produces and presents creative projects by Artistic Director and
Cdhoreographer Rhodnie Désir. Simultaneously authentic and contemporary, the
Montreal-based organization operates internationally using an innovative artistic
approach that questions socio political trends, explores movement, defies the
imagination, engages citizens, transmits knowledge while archiving the memory of
its people.

Rhodnie’s choreographic-documentary work is quite unique and unlike
anything seen before. Each of its works aspires to be a voice for the
voiceless and to engage directly with the communities from which it draws
its inspiration.

Whether through presentations, grassroots-level cultural mediation
or choreographic works, RD Creations acts as a social archive,
leaving a legacy of cultural wealth. It believes in the potential of
combining multiple media in the same choreographic work,
allowing it to evolve according to the social realities and
cultures it encounters.

Deeply rooted in ancestral cultures, RD Creations is
committed to respecting cultures by fostering
genuine collaborations and prioritizing
listening, discussion and interaction.

These collaborations take place in and
across political, media, government,
social and community spheres,
leading to valuable partnerships as
for the BOW’T TRAIL project.

DÉSIR
is active both in Canada and abroad. She has over 12 years of experience as a choreographer, a public
speaker, and a strategist focussing on the development of large-scale cultural initiatives. Equity and
humanity lie at the heart of her artistic engagement; she is the creator of fifteen dance works (RD
Creations) and has develop more than 2200 youth cultural initiatives (DÊZAM).
Her unique choreographic-documentary and Afro-contemporary artistic signature has brought her to
many countries around the world: she produced the trailblazing project BOW'T TRAIL
(www.bowttrail.com) in six countries in the Americas, and participated in the Programmation Culturelle
Francophone at the 2016 Olympic Games (Brazil) as well as in the seminar “Artists and the Memory of
Slavery: Resistance, creative freedom, and legacies” (UNESCO) and in the
2018 Americas Cultural Summit, among others.
A winner of the 2016 Grand Prix Lys de la Diversité and the President of Montréal, arts interculturels, she
is frequently approached by arts councils to serve on their juries (CAC, CALQ, CAM). She hopes to use
her knowledge to support initiatives focussing on innovation, the power of art, and citizen speech.

“ Rhodnie Désir perfectly coordinates each of her body’s powerful
muscles to express a vibrant emotion which fills the performance
space and which can be felt even from the back row. She obtains
each pose by applying her visible and destabilizing willpower.
[…]
BOW’T TRAIL Rétrospek is a palimpsest of solemn beauty, enriched
by the research its actor has done and by each of the layers that
have been added to her creation. ”

- Philippe Mangerel, REVUE JEU

FROM BOW’T
TO BOW’T TRAIL RETROSPEK
BOW’T, is the name of the original work created in 2013. For the artist, BOW’T (boat) is derived
from the word “bow” as the forefront of a ship, to bend the head or body, and also signifying in
Haitian creole “to give”.
TRAIL, is this economic route of almost 500 years inscribed in the waters and the lands.
It’s the result of colonialism, but also the international physical and memory journey of
the artist.
RETROSPEK, is the retrospective of these last eight years of research, giving birth to its 8th and
ultimate version created in Montreal.

BOW’T TRAIL
RETROSPEK
an act of memory
WORLD PREMIERE, February 2020
Espace libre | Montreal
8 shows
800 spectators
Choreographic-documentary work, BOW’T TRAIL Retrospek is a
piece on courage and memory for four physical bodies : one female
dancer, two musicians, and one immersive display of digital
projections. Rhodnie Désir used BOW’T, a piece she created in
Montréal in 2013, as the starting point for this piece. It is the fruit of
six year long research process and joint efforts spanning the four
corners of the continent.
The choreographer, driven by a desire and a need to transcend her
origins, drew from the jungo (Brazil), danmyé (Martinique), Vodun
dance (Haiti), son jarocho (Mexico), blues (New Orleans), and
gospel paired with Mi’kmaq rhythms (Canada) to immerse herself
in the African cultures and rhythms brought to the Americas by
enslaved Africans.
Rhodnie Désir takes the stage to present the final iteration of the
work BOW’T. The performance will feature video projections
illustrating her approach with the bearers of memory who inspired
her, while connecting the audience with the subject matter and
immersing it in multidimensional visual and sound textures.

« Thank you Rhodnie for your persistence
and passion in this epic project, and for always
asking me the most challenging questions about
tradition and contemporaneity. It is of course a matter of
context and world view, and you cause me to keep my
thinking moving.
The work was powerful and quite beautiful. What a
pleasure to watch a mature dancer/creator at work. I was
prepared for a politically charged manifesto of a
performance, and instead perceived a rich, meditative and
poetic narrative. Charged with colour and emotion. »
- Dena Davida, Co-founder of Tangente,
Curator and Researcher

…CONVERSATIONS

▶︎
CLICK HERE TO
SEE THE
WEBSERIES

Forging new paths for memory through dialogue:

DIGITAL

LIVE

WEBSERIES OF 5 EPISODES ON
TOU.TV /Radio-canada
(1h30 of french subtitled content
with 2 english episodes).

POST-PERFORMANCE
CONVERSATIONS
All performances are followed by a
conversation with the
choreographer.
LECTURE
To spark dialogue and further
explore familiar terrain, let yourself

W E B D O C U M E N TA RY O F 7 5
SHORT CLIPS ON ARTV/Radiocanada (launch autumn)
(5h of content, subtitled in french,
including glossaries, interviews and
highlights).

be seduced by the charms of this
unique and inspiring journey.
WORKSHOPS TO SUIT YOUR
NEEDS From one-and-a-half hours
to one week, all workshops can be
customized to fit each presenter’s
specific situation.

…WHAT

IS SAID IN
THE PARLOR

[…] you were great, each
second of your performance
moved me, it was deep,
heartfelt, vulnerable, generous,
affirming. What a physical and
emotional marathon! What
precise staging! What daring!
What magnificent teamwork!
Thank you for giving me the
privilege of witnessing this.
-Christian Mondor, Program
officer, Canada Council for the
Arts
Thanks for BOW’T TRAIL
R e t r o s p e k . Yo u r s t a g e
presence and precise
movements were fascinating Francine Gagné, Artistic and
Executive Director, Circuit-Est
centre chorégraphique
[…] I was really moved. I think
about it often. That moment you
made me experience is still with
me. It was very evocative.

Seeing you on stage really
opens one’s eyes to just how
much power the body has to tell
stories which transcend it.
- Nathalie Cloutier, productrice
exécutive documentaire, ONF
Your stage presence, strength,
intensity, and beauty really blew
me away.[…] An immense
thank you for this immense
project and your vision! - Lise
Gagnon, Executive Director,
Fondation Jean-Pierre
Perreault
A really remarkable show,
possessing extraordinary
corporeal, choreographic, and
spiritual strength. This
performance transported me to
lands where I heard the
laughter of my ancestors, felt
the earth pulsing under their

feet, and where I heard the
rhythm of their beating heart...
- Kama La Mackarel, multidisciplinary artist
Your show astounded me. It’s a
tour de force, as demanding as
it is necessary, you transcend
centuries and space to render
both the suffering and the
humanity that has survived in
the bodies of our ancestors,
from generation to generation
- Judith Brès, Producer, Studio
des possible
Just saw it, and I have three
words: sensitive, intelligent, and
powerful. Its power is all the
more present in the slow
movements, as we are brought
along on this lengthy voyage
which opens up dance.
- Myriam Lemonchois, Arts
didactic education teacher,
Université de Montréal

BOW’T TRAIL RETROSPEK
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Rehearsal Director Isabelle Poirier Production and
technical direction Rasmus Sylvest Lighting and
video technician Claudio Castillo Sound
technican Christian Reeves Riopel Cutter
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